CLASSIC CRIMES
he points out, "bore the mark of truth, coincided in a remark-
able way with the evidence, and explained much in the case
which was otherwise inexplicable."
Immediately upon her conviction Mrs. M'Lachlan's law
agents, a reputable firm of Glasgow writers, addressed to the
Press a letter describing the circumstances in which their
client had made to them her Statement. From the time of her
arrest she insisted "that Mr. Fleming would surely [certainly]
clear her." When she learned from them of the old man's
release, she was so greatly astonished that she would not
believe it, until she sent for her husband to confirm the fact.
She then informed her agents that she had a communication
to make to them, and on i3th August the famous Statement
was made. The indictment was not served till the y>th. On
the 13th, therefore, they knew not what evidence would be
brought against her, nor had they seen any of the witnesses
for the prosecution. They had nothing to go on but the
newspaper reports, for Mrs. M'Lachlan would give them no
information whatever. The Statement was most anxiously
considered by her counsel and agents; the former were of
opinion that as the Crown might fail to prove her presence
in the house that night, her admission to the contrary must
at all costs be suppressed. But it was decided to lodge a
special defence that old Fleming committed the crime. Before
the Court met on the last morning of the trial Mrs. M'Lachlan
sent for her counsel and agents, and insisted that her Statement
should be read aloud in open Court. Mr. Rutherfurd-Clark's
decision to suppress it was much blamed at the time, and as
things turned out this was certainly a grave error in tactics;
but it is easy to be wise after the event. The fact, however,
greatly hampered him both in his cross-examination of old
Fleming and in his address to the jury.
Now that the cat was out of the bag, public opinion ran
strongly in favour of the condemned woman's story; and the
demand was urgent that its truth or falsity must be determined
before she was sent to her death. Memorials were addressed
to the Home Secretary both by her counsel and agents and
by the general public. Committees were formed, meetings
were held, even sermons were preached, for the purpose of
securing a reprieve. Deputations waited upon the Lord
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